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Junior League of Greater Orlando Named One of Top Leagues Internationally 
Volunteer Organization’s Work Receives The Association of Junior Leagues 

International Honorable Mention for “Vision” at 88th Annual Conference 
 

ORLANDO, Fla. (April 22, 2010) – The Junior League of Greater Orlando (JLGO) was one of 
only a few Leagues worldwide honored at The Association of Junior Leagues International 
(AJLI) 88th Annual Conference in Orlando this weekend for its “Vision”, mission-based strategic 
planning efforts and work in the community over the past 18 months. 
 
For JLGO‟s efforts researching member wants and needs, identifying and rectifying a decline in 
membership engagement, revamping its strategic annual plan and committing to a new program 
for the Central Florida area devoted to childhood health, hunger and poverty, Junior League of 
Greater Orlando was awarded the “Vision Award” Honorable Mention and cash from The 
Association of Junior Leagues International at an April 17 banquet. 
 
Through its annual awards program, AJLI celebrates the outstanding accomplishments and 
significant contributions that Junior Leagues make both internally within the 293 individual 
Leagues and externally, working to solve some of the toughest and most urgent problems in 
their communities. 
 
“Vision ensures the future of The Junior League and gives the organization an opportunity to 
flourish as a major force in the development of women volunteers and in meaningful and lasting 
community change,” said AJLI President-Elect Delly Beekman.  “We applaud The Junior 
League of Greater Orlando for demonstrating 20/20 vision in their successful efforts to fully 
engage members and develop a strategic plan for the League that had community impact at its 
core.” 
 
Since undertaking its award-winning mission-based transition effort, JLGO has had a 60% 
increase in new members, is projecting a membership increase for the next League year rather 
than a decline, has seen an increase in sponsorships, has expanded its community events such 
as the popular Kids in the Kitchen Fit „n Fun Fest and Harvest Hustle 5K, and has increased its 
community collaboration with other nonprofits. 
 
“We‟ve done tons of research so we can continue making our League stronger.  We‟ve gathered 
members‟ thoughts, expertise from community leaders and considered the unique needs of 
Central Floridians in order to strategically benefit our women and community,” said Stephanie 
Garris, President of JLGO.  “We‟re completely devoted to improving childhood, health, hunger 
and poverty in Orlando; and this award shows we have a strong plan in place.”  
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About AJLI 
Founded in 1901 by New Yorker and social activism pioneer, Mary Harriman, the Junior Leagues are 
charitable nonprofit organizations of women, developed as civic leaders, creating demonstrable 
community impact. Today, The Association of Junior Leagues International Inc. (AJLI) is comprised of 
more than 160,000 women in 293 Junior Leagues throughout Canada, Mexico, the United Kingdom and 
the United States.  Together, they constitute one of the largest, most effective volunteer organizations in 
the world.   
 
ABOUT JLGO 
The Junior League of Greater Orlando Inc. is an organization of women committed to promoting 
volunteerism, developing the potential of women and improving the community through the effective 
action and leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable with a 
focus on identifying and creating programs that address the issues of child well being and family 
enrichment. The Junior League of Greater Orlando celebrates its 62nd year serving Greater Orlando and 
involves more than 700 women who believe in making a difference in their community. For more 
information, visit www.jlgo.org.     
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